The Lake Raponda Association
Health and Well-being Initiative
Update
Initiative Objective: Prevention and Enhancement.

Initiative Update

1) LRA Mission statement: “To preserve and enhance the natural resources and environmental health of Lake Raponda and its surrounding area for the benefit of current and future generations.”
2) Spring conference with Angela Shambaugh, Aquatic Biologist for the state of Vermont Dept of Environmental Conservation (Jack Widness and Carol Bois):
· Overall quality good, no sign of impending AIS, but many lakes already infested with Aquatic invasive species (AIS).
· Map of VT Lakes showed over 50 VT lakes infested with AIS, including Lake Sadawga (very close to us!)
· Aquatic plants and invasives can be carried by kayaks, canoes, motor boats if not cleaned before entering Lake (Note: Outsiders account for >50% of kayaks and canoes using our Lake – how clean are they?)

· There are sediment issues that can emanate from near-by roads and artificial beaches (Green Mountain Beach)
3) Article in Valley News (July 7): “Aquatic Exotics, Be Safe On The Water, Not Sorry”  by David Deen, River Steward for the Connecticut River Watershed Council:
· There are no fixes once exotics are in our waters…they propagate quickly…and they choke the Lake.

· List of invasives we face continues to grow (milfoil, water chestnuts, pondweed, zebra mussels)…responsibility to stop their spread becomes ever more important (our responsibility!)
4) Sub-committee meeting Sunday July 30(Jim Shukie, Jack and Mike Widness, Carol and Bob Bois, Marti and Gordon Watson, Cindy Meyer, Will Melton, Randy Knaggs, Tom Grant, and Tom Laughlin):  Purpose to accelerate progress of the Initiative.

· Lively discussion of the issues, proposed priorities and potential actions we could/should take

· President Shukie suggested and all agreed we should reach consensus first on 3-5 priorities before we develop a specific action plan that would be shared with the membership for approval to take specific actions.
· Also agreed we should continue our information gathering and learning: Set up conferences with Josh Mulhollem and Amy Picotte, both with State of VT Dept of Environmental Conservation:

a) Josh Mulhollem will address DEC’s “Aquatic Invasive Species” program (here today)

b) Amy Picotte will address DEC’s shoreland management and Lake Wise program (here Friday August 19): indoor presentation about the Lake Wise Leader program that will focus on best practices for stormwater management and protecting aquatic habitat; and field site evalutions (1-4) 
c) Candidates for field site evaluations (free!)?  1-4 residences.
5) Development of Action Plan: 
· Submit to membership (via email) for review, comments and approval

· Begin specific actions, which might begin by gaining Town of Wilmington’s active involvement with us to accomplish (what should be) common goals vis-à-vis preserving and enhancing the health and well-being of Lake Raponda.
